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(57) ABSTRACT 

A facility for identifying users that have an interest in a 
selected subject is described. For each of a number of actual 
users, the facility establishes a user behavior record describ
ing the behavior of the actual user. The facility also estab
lishes a user behavior record describing behavior of a virtual 
user. The behavior described by the user behavior record for 
the virtual user is made up of actions each tending to indicate 
an interest in the selected subject. The facility identifies a 
proper subset of the actual users whose user behavior records 
are most similar to the user behavior record of the virtual user 
as interested in the selected subject. 

27 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 

301 

Create virtual user. 

Attribute selected actions to 
virtual user. 

Apply one or more cohort 
matching techniques to identify 
users whose actions are most 

similar to virtual user's. 

End 

302 

303 




